
ELTON JOHN
(Born 1947)

Reginald Kenneth Dwight was born in Middlesex, England, in 1947. Inspired 

by musical greats like Little Richard and Ray Charles, Reggie taught himself 

to play piano. His father disagreed with Reggie’s dream of pop super-

stardom, but Reggie didn’t let that stop him. At the age of 17, he realised 

he wanted to transform himself, so he borrowed two of his bandmates’ 

names, and Elton John was born. In 1967, Elton met Bernie Taupin, and 

together the duo wrote hits that no one could predict: pop-ballads like ‘Your 

Song’, rock and roll dance-alongs like ‘Crocodile Rock’, and sing-at-the-

top-of-your-voice anthems like ‘I’m Still Standing’. On stage, Elton could be 

anything he dreamed, and the crowds loved him for it. He could make you 

sing, dance, laugh and cry. When he pulled his signature move on stage – 

a handstand on his piano – it felt like the whole room was floating up 

with him. Elton also became known for some crazy outfits, full of feathers, 

pompoms, sequins and sunglasses you had to see to believe. His wildest 

dreams had come true – why not dress for the occasion? Elton has had 31 

top 10 hits, won countless awards, and even performed at Queen Elizabeth 

II’s Diamond Jubilee! He was knighted in 1998 for his music and charity work 

with the Elton John AIDS Foundation, which Elton set up in memory of his 

friend, Ryan White. In 2018, he announced he would quit touring to spend 

more time with his husband and two kids. He remains one of the world’s best-

loved singers and an LGBTQ+ icon, the boy from Middlesex who dreamed 

big and became everyone’s favourite Rocket Man.
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them achieved incredible things, yet each began 
life as a child with a dream.

As a child, Elton started playing his grandmother’s piano. 
He could pick out tunes by ear and was soon attending 

lessons at the Royal Academy. After answering an advert in 
a newspaper, Elton teamed up with a lyric-writing buddy: 

Bernie Taupin. The rest is history. Elton’s songwriting 
talent, musical skill and dazzling outfi ts have made him 

one of the greats. This inspiring story of the Rocket Man’s 
life features a facts and photos section at the back.
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Costume Ideas:
White t-shirt or shirt
Blazer
Bow tie
Feather bower
Glitter or sequins
Sunglasses
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Cut out and attach to sunglasses:


