
became the highest scorer in Brazil’s football league aged 16, the Brazilian

President declared him a national treasure. This was just the beginning of

his ‘beautiful game’, which he became known for – expressing joy and

happiness as he scored goal after goal on the football field. He went on to

score over 1,000 goals in his professional football career, leading Brazil’s

national team to many World Cup wins. And his enthusiasm did not stop

when he retired in 1977. Appointed a United Nations ambassador for ecology

and the environment, he also became a UNESCO goodwill ambassador,

dedicating his time to working with children who had grown up in the poverty

he experienced as a boy. Today he remains one of the world’s most iconic

footballers, and the player who brought joy, dance and passion to the game.
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Discover the lives of outstanding people,  
from designers and artists to scientists. All of 

them achieved incredible things, yet each began  
life as a child with a dream. 

With a sock full of paper for a ball, Pelé grew up playing
football on the streets of Brazil. With joy and passion
on his side, he created his very own ‘beautiful game’,

leading his country to World Cup victory many times.
Today, he is widely regarded as the greatest footballer

who has ever lived – and a voice for those in need.
This inspiring story of the footballer and activist features

a facts and photos section at the back.
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Costume Ideas:
White, yellow or green t-shirt
Cut out ‘10’
Black shorts
Football 
Trophy

PELÉ
(Born 1940)

Baby Edson Arantes do Nascimento was born on October 23rd, 1940,

in the city of Três Corações, 200 miles northwest of Rio de Janeiro.

Nicknamed ‘Pelé’ by his school classmates after he mispronounced the

name of one of his local footballers, he grew up on the poverty-stricken

streets of Rio’s outer suburbs where life was what you made of it. Without

money to buy a football he had to create one himself – which he did,

from a sock stuffed with newspapers. Pelé’s father taught him how to play

football, and he saved for his first ball by working in local tea shops. As

a young athlete, Pelé played football at indoor stadiums, which increased

his speed and developed his lightning-quick responses. Rising through the

ranks in the youth leagues, he quickly became a future star. When Pelé
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