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VIVIENNE WESTWOOD

(Born 1941)

Vivienne Westwood is one of the most famous and outspoken fashion designers 

in the world. She was born in the north of England, to a family with a long 

history of shoemaking – but there were no other signs of the future fashion 

icon Vivienne would grow to become. When she was 17, her family moved to 

Harrow, on the outskirts of London. There, she worked at a local factory and 

trained to be a teacher, whilst making jewellery on the side – selling it at a little 

stall on the Portobello Road in London. However, her life changed when she met 

a man named Malcolm McLaren. She was suddenly introduced to a world of 

art, politics and freedom. Together, they opened a clothes shop at number 430 

King’s Road in London. Vivienne designed clothes for sale, emblazoning T-shirts 

with shocking statements, ripping up fabric and using everyday objects, like safety 

pins, as decoration. She created a new style, based on being nonconformist. Their 

shop became an important place for the punk movement in the 1970s – and 

Vivienne clothed the most famous punk bands of the time. Vivienne eventually left 

Malcolm and established her own identity as a fashion designer. She created a 

fashion empire, with key pieces that revolutionised traditional fabrics and styles, 

like tartan, tweed, crinoline, corsets and knitwear. Vivienne is also a passionate 

climate change activist, believing that fashion can make a difference to the world. 

Her motto is to ‘buy less, choose well, and make it last’. In 2006, she was made 

Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire (DBE) and has since been 

described as ‘the Coco Chanel of our day’. She now designs clothes to make 

people feel ‘grand and strong’, whoever they are.
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Discover the lives of outstanding people, from 
designers and artists to scientists. All of them 

achieved incredible things, yet each began 
life as a child with a dream.

Vivienne Westwood always stood up for the outsider – 
even at school. When she grew up, she created a fashion 

philosophy that went against the grain and celebrated the 
music of the moment: punk. Vivienne became a world-
famous fashion designer by staying true to herself and 

speaking up for what she believed in. This inspiring story 
of the outspoken fashion designer’s life features a facts and 

photos section at the back.
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Costume Ideas:
Check shirt
Orange wig or hair chalk
Colourful scarf 
Bead necklace or bracelet
Badges
Safety pins
Tape measure



Cut out:


